
Quality and Quantity
Can we have it both ways?

• Chris White

• Aylesford Newsprint



Paperchain

• An organisation that represents over 75% of 
the UK Paper industry

• Dedicated to maintaining the quality of 
recyclate in the UK 



Aylesford Newsprint Ltd

• A Newsprint Mill in the Southeast of the UK

• 2 Paper Machines

No 13 Machine built in 1958 – 93,000 Tonnes

No 14 Machine built in 1995 – 305,000 Tonnes

• Using 510,000 tonnes of recovered fibre 
producing 100% Recycled Newsprint



Renaissance

• Customers include:-

• Express & Star

• Telegraph

• News International

• Trinity Mirror

• Associated Newspaper

• Most Local Newspapers



Renaissance

• Aylesford Newsprint produces Newsprint to some of the highest 
specification in the world

• It is measured for

• Colour (White)

• Show Through

• Spots

• Brightness (Luminance)

• Strength

• Surface Characteristics



RAW MATERIAL

• The Newspapers and Magazines used in the 
process need to be :-

• CLEAN

• FRESH (under 3 months old)

• DRY



RAW MATERIAL

• 90% of the Material we currently process is separated at 
Kerbside or Overissue (Over 15% from community 
groups)

• It is generally Clean and Fresh (under 3 months old)

• It is sometimes wet

• It contains a few contraries such as Tin Cans and Plastic 
Bottles





RAW MATERIAL

• 10% of the Material we currently process is collected commingled and 
separated in a MRF

• It is generally Dirty, and includes food waste

• It is usually Fresh (under 3 months old)

• It is always damp and sometimes wet

• It always smells

• It contains between 5% and 9% contraries such as Tin Cans and Plastic 
Bottles

• It always contains some glass





The 
(I hope we don’t get there) 

Future

• Councils still moving to large sorting systems

• Government – incentives to build infrastructure and still 
concentrating on tonnage collection 

• A further shrinking of the Paper Industry

• Spend money sorting already sorted materials

• Start own collections

• Import Recovered Fibre



The
(Nice to be there)

Future

• Campaign for Real Recycling - Successful

• Convince Councils to go kerbside segregated or 2 
stream recycling

• New Paper Machine in UK

• Another 90,000 tonnes from CRN related 
profitable company’s



Quality and Quantity
• Achievable- Yes- Over 50% recycling rate 

achieved by community groups still maintaining 
Quality

• Desirable- Yes– The paper industry will only 
expand if the Quality and Quantity are right

• Affordable- Yes-The cheapest overall costs I 
have seen come from Kerbside segregated 
collections recovering the best Quality


