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Communicating the link
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“It all goes in the same hole!”

“It’s just about the council hitting targets”

“Another way for the council to make money”

“We’re doing the council’s job for them”

“it all gets shipped off to China 
to go in their landfills”



Bring back
weekly collections!

Burn the chips!!
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Key Motivating Messages 
(KMMs)



Reasons to recycle:

1. Space (we’re running out of places to put 
our rubbish!)

2. Raw Materials (we’re running out of them)

3. Legislation (we’re told we have to!)
4. Money (money to save - money to make!)
5. Environment (saving the world!)

6. Demand (the world wants our rubbish!)
7. Responsibility



Reduces the need for raw materials

• Plastic need ���
• Aluminium needs #�(*���
• Steel needs ����
• Paper needs ���$
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• Reserves of 
just 44 years

• 9% of oil used 
in packaging/ 
plastics



%++�%++�%++�%++�

3 Football 
pitches
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3 Football 
pitches

• A metre high 
stack of A4 
paper
requires 1 
adult tree.





The 
Government’s
Waste Strategy

• Recycle or compost at least ,-� of household waste by 2005

• Recycle or compost at least .�� of household waste by 2010

• Recycle or compost at least ..� of household waste by 2015
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•Recycles 10% of household 
waste

•Failed to hit target
•Problems with residents
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•Recycles 40% of household 
waste

•Exceeded targets
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Recycling and the 
Environment

(Global warming and climate change)



• CO2 and Methane “off the chart”

• Greenland loosing 20% more ice mass per 
year than it receives

• Huge loss of ice sheets
• Global sea levels rose 0.5mm last year
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• CO2 and Methane “off the chart”

• Greenland loosing 20% more ice mass per 
year than it receives

• Huge loss of ice sheets 
• Global sea levels rose 0.5mm last year

10 Years 

left!





The relationship to recycling

Recycling:

• Newspaper saves 83.5kgs of CO2
• Glass saves 1kg of CO2

• Plastic saves 20kg of CO2
• Cans saves 75kg of CO2

• If half of all household waste was recycled, it 
would save 1 tonne of CO2 per year p HH.

Source: US EPA



The relationship to recycling

Rother

44,000 households = 44,000 tonnes of CO2 
saved each year by recycling

UK
21million households = 21million tonnes of CO2 

saved each year by recycling

Source: US EPA
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“All our recycling goes to China!”



Reasons to recycle:

1. Space (we’re running out of places to put 
our rubbish!)

2. Raw Materials (we’re running out of them)

3. Legislation (we’re told we have to!)
4. Money (money to save - money to make!)
5. Environment (saving the world!)

6. Demand (the world wants our rubbish!)
7. Responsibility



WE’RE ALL DEMANDING AND 
CONSUMING MORE STUFF, MORE 
OFTEN AT LESS COST.

IT’S ONLY FAIR THAT WE TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
OUTCOME THIS APPROACH 
CREATES.



%��	� 	��	 �
$�&&��(��	�� ���	��� �	
!�  ��� 
����  �





























)����"����

The belief that to save the planet,
you have to stop doing the things

you like to do!







Already carbon-neutral

Massive investment in eco-
technology

Bio-fuels
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Greenpeace shut down an incinerator 
over fears of the dioxins it released.
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It would have to burn for 8,�	���� 
to release the same amount of 
dioxins released in 8-	!��(�� at 
the New Year’s even fireworks in 
London……..



Greenpeace shut down an incinerator 
over fears of the dioxins it released.

It would have to burn for 8,�	���� 
to release the same amount of 
dioxins released in 8-	!��(�� at 
the New Year’s even fireworks in 
London……..

Greenpeace was one of the 
sponsors!
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OVERCOMING BARRIERS

COMMUNICATING RECYCLING AND 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL MESSAGE
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• Pitch and tone
• Honest
• Make the link relevant
• Consistency
• Position






