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foreword

With the advent of statutory recycling targets for local
authorities, increasing emphasis is being put on efforts to
divert elements of the existing waste stream away from
disposal. While the private and public sectors evidently have
a key role to play, the role of the community waste sector,
with its emphasis on waste reduction, reuse, recycling and
composting, is becoming increasingly apparent.

As this document makes clear, the community
waste sector provides services with added value.
Competitiveness, partnership, innovation, good
practice, social and environmental benefit are all
expressions that can be clearly associated with the
sector. Having worked previously in the community
sector for many years, it is clear that the
community waste sector is about so much more
than meeting targets. The combination of
environmental action, social enterprise and job
creation is a big part of what made the comrmunity
sector a rewarding place to work.

| am pleased that Biffaward and the Shell Better
Britain Campaign have chosen to support this
document, which | hope draws attention to
community waste sector organisations’ existing
activities, and raises greater awareness of the
sector's potential.

Ray Georgeson MBE
Director of Policy & Communications
WRAP
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The community waste sector comprises
local caommunity groups, charities,
community-based waste management
companies and other social economy
organisations that contribute to delivering
and promoting sustainable  waste
management.

Community waste sector organisations
work at grassroots, local authority,
regional and national levels delivering
added value services to communities in
waste reduction, reuse, recycling and
composting.

In particular, the community waste sector
is able to assist local authorities in meeting
their household waste recycling and
composting targets, whilst providing
additional local community benefits.






















